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Dear Redeemer Family,
You won’t believe it, but I recently read an entire issue of Men’s Health. No joke! I felt
compelled to read it because my iPhone died, and it was all I could find in the Tampa airport
to entertain me that might marginally take my mind off our children’s delayed flights. On the
bright side, we were waiting for Gus and Camille (and their fellow missioners) to return from
an amazing, life-changing time on the Redeemer middle school youth mission trip to New
Mexico (thank you, Youth Minister Jackie Overton and chaperones!). As I waited for them to
land and fell deeper into the magazine, a columnist seemed to speak directly to me, writing,
“Dear Reader, you will be much more likely to visit and work out at your gym if you show up
wearing your athletic gear.” As an avid “indoorsman,” that counsel only made sense after a
good night’s sleep (fear not; I haven’t bought a blessed thing at Lululemon!).
What I extrapolated and applied to our life is this: that columnist's insight is absolutely sound
and also true for us as a parish family. When we don our hurts and joys—our triumphs and
tragedies—in ways that bring us together before the Lord in prayer and praise through
worship, in formation, and through acts of serving others as a parish, we are much more likely
to experience the benefits that come from exercising our spiritual muscles. I’ve never had
what some athletes call “runner’s high” (nor do I desire it), but I surely do thrive on the
spiritual adrenaline—the 200-proof grace—that comes from worshipping, learning, and
serving with each of you. Nothing I can write quite captures the power of Christians who
gather together to sit at the feet of Jesus.
Practically speaking, only Easter and Christmas eclipse the excitement that has been steadily
building around here as your devoted volunteers, staff, and clergy have been planning for
truly life-changing opportunities that make up what we call the “Program Year” or the
“School Year” that runs basically from August to May. This season is for everyone, not just
students and families.

The wedding kneeler
pictured above was
designed and stitched by
former Needlepoint
Guild leader Nancy
Boyle. She made the
kneeler for her daughter's
wedding in 1989.

I'm talking about many things, including the largest Vacation Bible School ever on August 15; the first Sunday with our new Senior Assistant Rector, Fr. Michael, and his wife, Gilda, on
August 7 (also VBS Sunday); Sunday School Rally Sunday (complete with an old-fashioned
Ministry Fair) on Sunday, August 14; and the Blessing of the Parish Kitchen and Babcock
Youth Center on Sunday, August 21. Plus, there's way more about to happen than I can pen
in this medium. Please read the eblasts and announcements and check the website often.
Better still, just show up, and we’ll point you in the right direction. If you are actually reading
these words, I promise you that God is working in your life and inviting you to think about
those things that truly matter. Take the next step: all that is missing at Redeemer is you. Bring
the real you and meet the real Lord who came to bless and save.
Your servant,

The Rev. Charleston D. Wilson, Rector, Church of the Redeemer

20 Questions
for
Fr. Michael
Hurst
Redeemer's
new Senior
Assistant Rector
What excites you most about coming to Redeemer? As I
transition to Sarasota, I have taken time to look at the
opportunities available for Redeemer parishioners to be
connected to the church. I am excited to be a tiny part of
moving the Gospel forward in the Sarasota area, specifically
at Redeemer.
What are you looking forward to about living in
Sarasota? Seafood and the beach! Also golf, fishing, tennis,
and excellent weather!
What's your favorite aspect of being a priest? As a priest,
I am invited to enter the most private moments in the lives
of parishioners. Examples include weddings, births, and
even deaths. It is a blessing from God that I have been
ordained to be a priest in the Episcopal Church's apostolic
tradition. I love being a priest. Best job ever!!!
How would you describe yourself in three words?
Happy, healthy, and blessed!
Where did you grow up? I am a native Nashvillian. I was
born in Nashville, Tennessee, and spent my first 48 years in
and around Nashville.
Before you became a priest, you were a youth minister.
What is the most important lesson you learned as a
youth minister? Youth ministry is like gardening
redwoods—you may never see the fruits of your labor!
Also, the Gospel grows best in soil that has been prepared.
As a youth minister, my job was to prepare the ground of
the youth in my care.
You were also a builder before becoming a priest. What
kinds of projects did you work on? I mainly built
residential homes. I have designed and built homes from
1,100 to 7,500 square feet. Many homes were full custom
with incredibly high-end finishes. Fun times…
Are there any similarities between being a priest and
being a builder? Of course, there are many intersections
between the two. Jesus speaks of a house built on a firm
foundation. The priesthood is like building in that the
design and execution of a plan result in a dwelling. The
difference is that the builder’s home is intended for the
homeowner while the priest’s residence is designed for the
Holy Spirit!
Are you a morning person or a night owl? Absolutely a
morning person.
What's one thing you would like parishioners to know
about you? I love people. My door is always open, and I eat
lunch EVERY day. Join me!

What's your favorite hymn? Oh my. Maybe No. 536
Torah Song?! So many good hymns from which to choose.
Aside from necessities, what’s one thing you couldn’t
go a day without? Prayer. It sounds cliché for a priest to
give such an answer, but it is true. I have a habit of prayer,
and I believe I could not go a day without praying!
What's your favorite book, movie, and TV show? Book:
Any C.S. Lewis book. Movie: Shrek (so many lessons for
us.) TV Show: Downton Abbey (Gilda and I have watched
and re-watched several times.)
What are your favorite sports teams? Football: Dallas
Cowboys, Basketball: University of Kentucky, Baseball:
Atlanta Braves
What do you like to do in your free time? So many
things: Ride motorcycles, play golf, play tennis, play
pickleball (new to me), fish, read a book, and do anything
with Gilda!
If you could travel anywhere in the world, where
would you go? Hawaii! Gilda and I have never been. It is a
bucket list item for us.
If you had a time machine, what time would you travel
to? I would love to travel back to the 13th century and sit
in one of Thomas Aquinas’s classes. I could ask some
clarifying questions about his work Summa Theologica!
If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life,
what would it be? Breakfast! Eggs, bacon, grits, and
homemade biscuits.
If you could get another degree in any subject, what
would it be? Psychology. It just interests me…
Do you and your wife have any pets? Yes! Let me clarify.
Gilda and I are caretakers of a three-year-old Labradoodle
named Beau. I say caretakers because we take Beau out
when he wants to go out, feed him when he is ready to eat,
bathe him when he is in need, and see to his general welfare
and overall health. In return, we are given the privilege of
petting Beau and enjoying his company…when he is in the
mood to grace us with it! Beau is a trip!!!
P.S. Beau loves people…all people! He will regularly
accompany me to the church office. So please come by and
say hello to the crazy church doodle!

Milestones
Joining
Deaths
Arlene D’Amore
Anne Casanova
Rosanne Balance
Nancy Goltz
Cindi Evans
Charles Walker Haggard
Nicholas Hardy
Lorena Harris
Valerie Magarian
Aurelio Leon
Richard Maney
Peter Andrew McGrath
Yvonne Misarti
Harriet Burns Stieff
Kathleen Molosky
Marriages
Julia Schwartz
Elizabeth Devitt &
Linda Wait
Isaac Elder
Baptisms
Madeline Jones &
Vivian Rila Ames
Lawson Humphries
Blakesley Elizabeth Ames
Whitney Scott &
Ella Christine Enger
Brandon Taaffe

A Stitch in Time: Needlepoint at Redeemer
Each stroke of the needles through the canvas was
a prayer of praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God.
~The Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald, Rector, 1965-1978

A priest kneeler.

A kneeler for choir members.

No matter where you look in the church—the kneelers in the pews, the rug at the high
altar, and even the collection plate liners—you'll discover the work of Redeemer’s
dedicated needlepointers.
The idea to adorn the interior of the church with needlepoint originated in the early
1960s when the rector Fr. George Reeves initiated the creation of the first set of
kneelers at the high alar rail. His successor, Fr. Thomas Fitzgerald, named rector in
1965, continued to guide and encourage the project. Parishioner Nancy Boyle
organized and led the newly formed Needlepoint Guild from its inception in the midsixties until Patty Sullivan assumed leadership well over four decades later.
By June 1976, when Fr. (later Bishop) Jack Iker arrived at Redeemer as an assistant to
Fr. Fitzgerald, the nave kneelers were well underway. In a 2007 letter Bishop Iker
wrote, “One striking fact about the whole project was the variety of people from all
walks of life and from different religious backgrounds that worked on it over the years.
They were not only parish members, but lots of friends and extended-family members
who contributed their time and talent.”
In the nave alone, there are 120 separate kneelers, arranged chronologically, with
shields and symbols of 1st-century saints represented at the front, progressing to 15thcentury saints at the rear of the nave. Fr. Fitzgerald called them “a treasure chest of
theology and tribute to the heroes of Christianity.”
Bishop Iker explained how the project expanded, “As the nave kneelers approached
completion, the decision was made to extend the project into the choir, where the
theme was to be the Morning Prayer canticle known as the Benedicite, and up into the
balcony, where people and events of the Old Testament were depicted.”
The project continued to grow. In the Chapel of Transfiguration, the kneelers
symbolize the life of Jesus, while those in the baptistry symbolize the seven sacraments.
Fr. Fred Robinson requested the creation of four priests’ kneelers illustrating flowers
and fruits of the Bible. The six acolyte kneelers were also created at his request as were
a new set of high altar kneelers depicting figures from the Old Testament.

In total, over 250 needlepoint creations fill the church. Some are clearly visible to all,
like the chapel and altar rugs, while others, like the Bible markers, are only visible to
those leading the service. The Needlepoint Guild continues to meet weekly, with Patty
(Above) Patty Sullivan and Nancy Sullivan leading a devoted group of people who—stitch by stitch—are adding beauty
and meaning for all who worship at Redeemer.
Boyle display the in-progress high
altar rug. The finished 10' x 12' rug For more about the needlepoint, read the book The Splendor of His Temple, published
has 1,728,000 stitches. Nancy
by Redeemer in 2008. Copies are available in the Redeemer Gift & Book Shop.
(below), Patty, and many other
volunteers spent years working on it.

Memorial
Gifts
Carl March
in memory of
Charles Haggard
~
R. Johnson
in memory of
Honoring a loved one, living or departed, is a great way
Harriet
Stieff
to support your parish. Parishioner Hugh Culverhouse
~
Jr. honored his late sister, Gaye, with a memorial gift.
The gift offered economic relief to parishioners and our Dorothy Lawrence
community in the early days of the pandemic, providing
in memory of
immediate relief to dozens of people and initiatives
Harriet Stieff
ahead of any government support. Memorial gifts may
be made in any amount.

August 2022 at Church of the Redeemer

Monday, August 1
Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon, Redeemer campus
Women’s Spanish Prayer Group (Hijas de Getsemani), 7 p.m., Zoom
Tuesday, August 2
Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon, Redeemer campus
Wednesday, August 3
Businessmen’s Bible Study, 7 a.m., Zoom
Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon, Redeemer campus
Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Zoom
Thursday, August 4
Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon, Redeemer campus
Friday, August 5
Vacation Bible School, 9 a.m.-noon, Redeemer campus
Saturday, August 6
Men’s Prayer Group, 8 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom

Sunday, August 7
Blood Drive, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., Gulfstream Avenue (adjacent to Redeemer)
Vacation Bible School Celebration Sunday, during and after the 9 a.m. mass, nave
Blessing of the Backpacks, during the 9 a.m. mass, nave
Sundaes on Sunday, 10:10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Monday, August 8
Women’s Spanish Prayer Group (Hijas de Getsemani), 6:30-7:30 p.m., Gillespie Hall
Tuesday, August 9
Finance Committee Meeting, 4:30 p.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Mission and Outreach Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m., Gillespie Hall
Wednesday, August 10
Businessmen’s Bible Study, 7 a.m., Zoom
Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Zoom
An Evening with Fr. Charleston Wilson and Fr. Michael Hurst, 7 p.m., nave
Thursday, August 11
Needlepoint Guild, 10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Friday, August 12
Viewing of The Chosen Television Show about Jesus, 9-11 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Requiem for Nancy Goltz, 11:30 a.m., church
Saturday, August 13
Men’s Prayer Group, 8 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Bring a Friend to Church Night at Contemporary Mass, 5:30 p.m., church; fellowship and pizza dinner after mass
in Gillespie Hall
Sunday, August 14
Sunday School Rally Sunday, 10:10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Get Plugged In! Redeemer's 2022 Ministry Fair, 10:10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Organ Recital with Andrew Yow, 5:30 p.m., nave
Monday, August 15
Vestry Meeting, 6 p.m., Babcock Youth Center
Women’s Spanish Prayer Group (Hijas de Getsemani), 7 p.m., Zoom

For the most up-to-date information
about upcoming events at Redeemer,
please visit our online calendar at
RedeemerSarasota.org/Calendar.

Wednesday, August 17
Businessmen’s Bible Study, 7 a.m., Zoom
Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Zoom
Senior EYC (High School Youth Group) Peer Ministry Team Meeting, 6 p.m., Babcock Youth Center
Junior EYC (Middle School Youth Group) Parent Dinner, 6:30 p.m., Babcock Youth Center

August 2022 at Church of the Redeemer, continued
Thursday, August 18
Needlepoint Guild, 10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Grace Gang Women’s Bible Study, noon, Goewey Hall
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m., Choir Room
Friday, August 19
Viewing of The Chosen Television Show about Jesus, 9-11 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Saturday, August 20
Men’s Prayer Group, 8 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
GATORS (Gathering Adults to Redeemer Singles) Summer Social, 2:30-3:45 p.m., Vampire Penguin
Sunday, August 21
Sunday School Resumes, 10:10 a.m., various classrooms
Feeding Body and Soul: Blessing of the Kitchen and Babcock Youth Center, between the 9 and 11 a.m. masses,
Redeemer campus
Sunday School Teacher Workshop, 11 a.m., Goewey Hall
Senior EYC (High School Youth Group) Kick-Off with Slip-and-Slide Kickball, 6 p.m., Courtyard
Monday, August 22
Women’s Spanish Prayer Group (Hijas de Getsemani), 7 p.m., Zoom
Wednesday, August 24
Businessmen’s Bible Study, 7 a.m., Zoom
Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Zoom
Westminster Choir Rehearsal (grades K-5), 5-5:45 p.m., Choir Room
Canterbury Choir Rehearsal (grades 6-12), 5:30-6:30 p.m., Choir Room
LOGOS Parent and Child Pizza Dinner (grades K-5), 5:45 p.m., Gillespie Hall
Junior EYC (Middle School Youth Group), 6:30-7:30 p.m., Babcock Youth Center
Thursday, August 25
In the Beginning Mail Crew, 8:30 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Needlepoint Guild, 10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Adult Choir Rehearsal, 7 p.m., Choir Room
Friday, August 26
Viewing of The Chosen Television Show about Jesus, 9-11 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Saturday, August 27
Men’s Prayer Group, 8 a.m., Room 220 and Zoom
Daughters of the King, 10 a.m., Room 220
Bring a Friend to Church Night at Contemporary Service, 5:30 p.m., church; fellowship and potluck dinner after
the service in Gillespie Hall
Sunday, August 28
Tell Me More! (Learn More about the Sermon),10:10 a.m., Gillespie Hall
Redeemer Forum, 10:10 a.m., Goewey Hall
Christian Poetry Class, 10:10 a.m., Room 220
Senior EYC (High School Youth Group), 6 p.m., Babcock Youth Center
Monday, August 29
Women’s Spanish Prayer Group (Hijas de Getsemani), 7 p.m., Zoom
Wednesday, August 31
Businessmen’s Bible Study, 7 a.m., Zoom
Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m., Zoom
LOGOS (grades K-5), 5-6:30 p.m., begins in church and ends in Gillespie Hall
Westminster Choir Rehearsal (grades K-5), 5-5:45 p.m., Choir Room
Canterbury Choir Rehearsal (grades 6-12), 5:30-6:30 p.m., Choir Room
Junior EYC (Middle School Youth Group), 6:30-7:30 p.m., Babcock Youth Center

For the most up-to-date information about upcoming events at Redeemer,
please visit our online calendar at RedeemerSarasota.org/Calendar.

Church of the Redeemer
222 S. Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236

Making new Christians and making all Christians new
941-955-4263 | RedeemerSarasota.org
Daily Mass: Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.
Morning Prayer: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.*
Evening Prayer: Monday-Friday, 5:15 p.m.*
5:30 p.m. Saturday: Contemporary mass
A service with contemporary music*
7:30 a.m. Sunday: Rite One mass
A service without music for early risers
9 a.m. Sunday: Rite Two choral mass
A service for all ages with traditional music*
(Children’s Chapel during mass)

Don't miss these special Sundays in August!
AUGUST 7

Vacation Bible School Celebration Sunday
& Blessing of the Backpacks

AUGUST 14

Get Plugged In! Ministry Fair & Sunday School Rally Sunday

AUGUST 21

Feeding Body & Soul: Blessing of the Kitchen and
Babcock Youth Center & Sunday School Begins

11 a.m. Sunday: Rite One choral mass
A service with traditional music*
1 p.m. Sunday: Rite Two mass
A service in Spanish with contemporary music
(misa en español)*
*livestreamed
Nursery care is available at the 9 and 11 a.m. masses.

RedeemerSarasota

High altar kneeler depicting (left to right) Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses

@redeemersarasota

Church of the Redeemer Sarasota

High altar kneeler depicting (left to right) St. Francis of Assisi,
St. Catherine of Sienna, Jeremy Taylor, and John Keble

