
Dear Redeemer Family,

Do you like winning an argument, having the final word, or saying “I told you so?” I do, and it is

one of the things I detest most about myself. “I Told You So” by country legend Randy Travis has

just popped into my head.

Interestingly, however, if you sit at the bedside of the dying, which I do rather often, you will

notice something profound. Nobody uses his or her final breath to say, “Well, at least I was right.”

When the horizon of this life narrows down to a few final heartbeats, the arguments we weaponized

and the personal hills we were ready to die on suddenly look like mounds of dust. In the end, we do

not crave the cold comfort of correctness. We crave mercy. We crave connection. We crave love.

Fortunately, Church of the Redeemer specializes in providing mercy, connection, and love. 

As it relates to mercy, your parish church is built on the foundation of shared brokenness. At every

mass, we confess together that we have all fallen short, and we receive the grace of forgiveness we

did not earn. When the world cancels, judges, or discards, the parish stands as a permanent house of

second chances, providing tangible assurance that our sins and failings do not have the final word.

When it comes to connection, the parish church is one of the few places left on earth that connects

us with people we didn’t choose. On any given Sunday, the corporate executive, the struggling

student, the politically mismatched, and the lonely senior sit in the same pew. God uses the local

parish to anchor us in real, physical community, rescuing us from the isolation of our own minds,

preferences, and screens. As we lift our voices in prayer and praise, we are also connected to the

Church Triumphant in heaven, joining our “voices with angels and archangels and all the company

of heaven.”

Most importantly, the parish church brings God’s love down into the realm of physical reality —

where the rubber meets the road, if you will. Consider the yummy casserole dropped off for a

grieving family, the volunteers making meal deliveries for Meals on Wheels, a priest anointing the

sick in a hospital, and the parish celebrating a new birth, baptism, or wedding.

 

By providing a parish home for us, God has graciously brought the wisdom of the deathbed into the

land of the living. Redeemer is the place in town where we give and receive now exactly what we

will crave at the end: mercy, connection, and love. Tell all your friends!

Your servant,

August 2026

IN THE BEGINNING

Fr. Charleston Wilson, Rector, Church of the Redeemer 

Pictured above: 

Parishioners,

friends, and family

members watch

the Fourth of July

fireworks from the

Goewey Hall

Terrace on

America’s 250th

anniversary. 



Baptisms

Madeline Rose Hoover

Charlotte Reed Shugg

 

Births

A son, Beckham Lewis Ayres,

to Kacie & Harrison Ayres

Milestones

Joining

Tammy, Luke, Jack, Kate,

and Lucy Anderson

Audie Bock

Pat Hanson

Rob Leary

Ross McGaw

Adam Varga

Marriages

Ronelle Ashby &

Fr. Ralph Strohm

Deaths

Al Corning

Redeemer will host a Back-to-School Bash for students at our partner school, Alta Vista Elementary, Saturday, August 8,

on the Redeemer campus. We will provide school supplies, groceries, uniforms, socks, underwear, shoes, hygiene kits,

haircuts, dental exams, vision exams, laundry detergent, a cooking demonstration from All Faiths Food Bank, lunch,

games, and more. We plan to serve 225 students from Alta Vista who will be selected by the school’s administration.

Parishioners can sponsor a student’s supplies and backpack for $100. Visit RedeemerSarasota.org/Give and select “Back-to-

School Bash” from the drop-down menu to donate. To volunteer (ages 12 and up), visit RedeemerSarasota.org/Register. 

Special Gifts

Gifts in memory of

Rosemary Chase

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Joan Federico and Mary Anne & Peter Wolf

Gifts in memory of

Bill Connell

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Rita Roehr and Anonymous

A gift in memory of

John Donnelly & Barbara Donnelly

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Rita Roehr

A gift in memory of

Ronald Norman

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Rita Roehr

A gift in memory of

Barbara Smith

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Diane & Thomas Mahan

A gift in honor of the

Donnelly/Oropeza wedding

designated to the music program

from Martha Heitman and Kallie Barnes

Outreach Spotlight

Scan this QR code to

sign up to volunteer!

A gift in memory of

Constance Elizabeth Bulawka

designated to the Memorial Fund

from Bohdan Bulawka



August Highlights

All-Parish Dinners

First of the fall: Wednesday, August 26, 5 p.m.,

Gillespie Hall

Come on Wednesday nights at 5 p.m. for

fellowship and food. $10 donation requested.

Women’s Events

Grace Gang Women’s Bible Study with the Rector

Thursdays, August 6 and 20, noon, Goewey Hall

Women of Redeemer: Let Us Play Mahjong

Monday, August 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Gillespie Hall

(Sign up at RedeemerSarasota.org/Register.)

Ladies’ Bible Study

Tuesdays, August 11 and 18, 6:30-8 p.m., Room 220

(The Gospel on the Ground by Kristi McLelland)

Coffee Talk Women’s Book Group

Monday, August 17, 9:30 a.m.-noon, Gillespie Hall

(The Red Tent by Anita Diamant)

Night Shift Woman’s Book Club

Thursday, August 27, 6:30-8 p.m., Conference Room

(The Late Mrs. Willoughby by Claudia Gray and Sense

and Sensibility by Jane Austen)

Faith Formation

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study — Romans:

The Mountaintop of New Testament Theology

Wednesdays, August 5 and 12, 6-7 p.m., Goewey Hall

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study — Philippians:

The Joy of Life in Christ

Wednesday, August 26, 6-7 p.m., Goewey Hall

(continues on Wednesdays, September 2, 9, and 16)

Redeemer Forum: The Meaning of the Mass

Sunday, August 30, between the 9 and 11 a.m.

services (about 10:10-10:40 a.m.), Gillespie Hall

(continues on Sunday mornings throughout the fall)

Vestry Meeting

Monday, August 17, 6 p.m., Goewey Hall

Men’s Events

Men of Redeemer Meals on Wheels Volunteering

Friday, August 14, 9:30 a.m.-noon

Sign up at RedeemerSarasota.org/Register.

Please visit RedeemerSarasota.org/Calendar for
more information about up coming events at Redeemer.
Sign up for all at RedeemerSarasota.org/Register.

Young Adults

Bible Study

Monday, August 3, 7 p.m., Home of Fr. Mason

Waldhauser

Vacation Bible School

Monday, August 3, through Friday, August 7

Vacation Bible School

Celebration Sunday

Sunday, August 9, during and after the 9 a.m.

service

Youth Mission Trip Presentation

Sunday, August 23, between the 9 and 11 a.m.

services (about 10:10-10:40 a.m.)

Redeemer’s Faithful Friends Pet Ministry

International Dog Day

Wednesday, August 26, 5-7 p.m., outside Gillespie Hall.

Bring a dog food donations & receive a doggie treat bag/

bandana (while supplies last). Donation drive will benefit

Meals on Wheels of Sarasota.

Ministry Fair and Rally Sunday

Won’t You Be My Neighbor?

Sunday, August 16, between the 9 and 11 a.m.

services, Gillespie Hall

Come learn about different ministries at Redeemer

and meet your Sunday School teachers.

Alta Vista Back-to-School Bash

Saturday, August 8, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Redeemer

Campus. Different volunteer shifts are available.

To volunteer (ages 12 and up), please sign up online

at RedeemerSarasota.org/Register



Weekend Service Times

Saturday at 5:30 p.m.*

Rite II Service

Sunday at 7:30 a.m.

Rite I Service

Sunday at 9 a.m.*

Rite II Choral Service

(Children’s Chapel)

Sunday at 11 a.m.*

Rite I Choral Service

Sunday at 1 p.m.*

Rite II Service (in Spanish)

*in person and livestreamed

Nursery at 9 & 11 a.m. masses

Some scenes from June and July at Redeemer!

Making new Christians and making all Christians new

222 S. Palm Avenue

Sarasota, FL 34236

RedeemerSarasota.org | 941-955-4263

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Daily Mass: Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.

Morning Prayer: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.  |  Evening Prayer: Monday-Friday, 5:15 p.m.

SUMMER SCRAPBOOK
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